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people. It will be of good service to students of anthropology and 
ethnology, as well as to Jews who desire to be well posted. It is 
packed with information. One hundred and forty illustrations 
from photographs are given; and a large bibliography of related 
titles is appended. Topics discussed are: the number and distribu- 
tion of Jews in the world; physical characters; types; origin of 
types; proselytism and intermarriage; demographic characteristics; 
pathological characteristics; social and economic conditions; edu- 
cation; occupations; criminality; political conditions; social disa- 
bilities; assimilation v. Zionism. 

The author works in view of the generally accepted conclusion 
that there are no "pure" races in the civilized world (chap. ii). 
Unlike most Jews, he is familiar with the Bible from the critical 
standpoint. He does not accept the traditional view of the Israelite 
conquest of Canaan as outlined in the Book of Joshua; for he 
points out, on the basis of the historical Bible books, that during 
the period of "Hebrew consolidation" there was a wide and sweep- 
ing assimilation of the Israelites with the earlier population of the 
land (chap. viii). On the whole, this is one of the best books on 
the subject that we have seen. 

Louis Wallis 



The Primary Cause of Antisemitism : An Answer to the Jevnish 
Question. By Abraham S. Schomer. New York: Israel 
Publishing Co., 1909. Pp. xiii+162. 
The writer is obsessed by the idea that anti-Jewish prejudice 
arises from the fact that the Jews have no corporate identity. 
"Prejudice," he says, "is no more than a mental emotion caused by 
a phenomenon which the mind cannot understand and of which it 
can form no definite idea" (p. 68). He thinks that if the Jews 
could organize an international corporation which would give them 
a definite social character over against the rest of the world, then 
antisemitism would automatically disappear. "The cause of the 
emotion of prejudice against the Jews is that the mind cannot 
understand and explain what the collective body of Jews repre- 
sents" (p. 151). The remedy is a kind of sublimated Zionism, 
in the form of an "International Jewish Congress with Executive 
Officers" (p. 156). This "praescriptum" will take away all ground 
for prejudice against the Jews. 
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The author is unconscious of his major premise, which is, that 
antisemitism differs from other manifestations of prejudice in hu- 
man society. If his conclusion were true, all the phenomena of 
mob-hatred could be controlled by variations upon the "prae- 
scriptum" which he advocates. 

Louis Wallis 



Christ's Social Remedies. By Harry Earl Montgomery. 

New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 191 1. Pp. iv+433. 

$1.50. 
The author has previously published a book with the oracular 
title. Vital American Problems: An Attempt to Solve the Trust, 
Labor, and Negro Problems. His good faith cannot be ques- 
tioned. If every citizen had one-half the quantity of Mr. Mont- 
gomery's interest in public questions, the problems now confronting 
the nation would not be so formidable as they are. The book is a 
belated sample of a type of American thought common in the 
eighties. It is an illustration of the "New England conscience" 
toying with the already overpassed initial stage of the muck-raking 
period. The author's tacit assumption is, that if we take a bundle 
of individual moralities and label them "social remedies," we have 
discovered the alchemy which transmutes Puritanism into modem 
sociology. The book wanders amiably over a wide field. Since it 
lacks the guiding threads of analysis, it leaves the reader with no 
ordered sense of the disjointed facts that are considered. A sign 
of the author's intellectual state is found in the implied proposition 
that we may ignore the results of scientific biblical scholarship. 
His knowledge of these results appears to be confined to the opinion 
that they are purely destructive and negative (p. 184). Among his 
quoted "authorities" we find Harold Bolce, whose articles entitled 
"Blasting at the Rock of Ages" appeared in the Cosmopolitan 
Magazine; Mrs. Humphrey Ward, who is represented by a selec- 
tion from her Marriage a la mode; also Carroll D. Wright and 
many others. To be sure, his overabundant quotations include 
many names of more weight than these; but the citations as a 
whole are uncritical and made at random. If the publishers want 
the reputation that accrues to the agents of respectable works, they 
should assure themselves of something more than the financial 
standing and personal good character of an author. 

Louis Wallis 



